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WESTMOOR PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Policy for Design Technology  

Introduction 

This policy is written for teachers, parents, governors and all persons with an interest in the deliv-

ery of the Design Technology Curriculum at Westmoor Primary School. The purpose of this poli-

cy is to outline how Design Technology is planned, delivered and assessed. Design and technol-

ogy is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. It prepares pupils to participate in tomorrow’s 

rapidly changing technologies.  

Intent 

Children will: 

 investigate, analyse and produce successful tasks confidently, applying a successful under-

standing  of the technological world 

 use their extensive range of skills and knowledge to produce high quality, effective proto-

types and products for a variety of users 

 critically assess and evaluate designs and products made by themselves or others 

 acquire the knowledge and skills needed to safely prepare nutritional food 

Implementation 

Staff will:  

 Plan directly from National Curriculum (Y1-6) Development Matters (N-Rec) meeting the 

needs of all pupils including those with SEND  

 Deliver well-paced, engaging lessons that provide opportunity to develop key skills in De-

sign Technology 

 Draw upon a wide range of designers and engineers of different gender and cultures to in-

spire, and to teach key skills 

 provide constructive feedback to pupils encouraging productive self and peer evaluation 

Impact 

The impact of a clear and consistent approach to the teaching of Design Technology is: 

 quality first teaching is implemented across all well resourced and planned lessons  

 all staff have strong subject knowledge in Design Technology enabling each lesson to be 

taught to the highest quality with consistent expectations of outcomes  

 pupils demonstrate at least the expected progress within this subject with the ability to confi-

dently express their learning throughout each school year 

 pupils have gained appropriate knowledge and are equipped for future learning throughout 

each school year 



Appendices 

Appendix 1: Differentiation 

During whole class teaching, questioning techniques are adapted to enable children with either 

special educational needs or outstanding strengths to make a positive contribution. Group activi-

ties will reflect the varying ability levels, either in tasks set or in expectation of outcome. Class-

room support can be used, when available, for those with special needs whether it is for SEND or 

Gifted and Talented children. 

Appendix 2: Equality of Opportunity 

All children should have equal access to the design technology curriculum.  We recognise the 

fact that there are children of differing abilities in all classes.  We provide suitable learning oppor-

tunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  We 

achieve this through a range of strategies: 

 setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of results; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty, challenging the more able children; 

 grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group; 

 providing a range of challenges through the provision of different resources; 

using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small groups. 

Appendix 3: Assessment and Recording  

We believe that assessment is an integral part of the process of teaching and is essential to a 

sound teaching strategy. It allows us to detect and diagnose learning difficulties, as well, 

acknowledge those children who hold a deeper understanding of the topic and adjust our lessons 

accordingly. 

Assessment for learning involves using assessment in the classroom to raise pupils’ achieve-

ment. It is based on the idea that pupils will improve most if they understand the aim of their 

learning, where they are in relation to this aim and how they can achieve the aim (or close the 

gap in their knowledge). 

Effective assessment for learning happens all the time in the classroom. It involves: 

 sharing learning goals with pupils 

 helping pupils know and recognise the standards to aim for 

 providing feedback that helps pupils to identify how to improve 

 believing that every pupil can improve in comparison with previous achievements 

 both the teacher and pupils reviewing and reflecting on pupils' performance and progress 

 pupils learning self-assessment techniques to discover areas they need to improve 

recognising that both motivation and self-esteem, crucial for effective learning and progress, can 

be increased by effective assessment techniques. 



Appendix 4: Assessment for Learning 

All staff in Westmoor Primary follow the Assessment for Learning approach in their daily practice. 

Formative assessment of a child’s progress is made throughout the teaching of any particular unit 

of work. This may not necessarily be formally recorded but could result in changes to the prepared 

plans. It also shows us if our teaching is purposeful and effective. The most important purpose of 

assessment is to give us information, which will help us improve pupils learning. Incorporating the 

Assessment for Learning strategies into our teaching allows the children to assess their own pro-

gress and discuss their learning with a talk partner. Staff use their medium term plans and DT key 

skills document to identify which skills will be taught each term, ensuring there is a broad cover-

age across the 2 year cycle. The coverage is then reviewed, within phases, to discuss the pace 

and progress made throughout the topic. The design technology subject leader completes a cur-

riculum stroll and subject portfolio every year to gain a deeper understanding of the subject 

throughout the school. 

Appendix 5: Resources 

Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of design and technology 

across the school. Classrooms have a range of basic resources, with the more specialised equip-

ment being kept in the design and technology store. This room is only accessible to adults. The 

resources provided to children consist of high quality, manageable equipment designed to enrich 

experiences of each subsection within design technology including a new cooking pack gifted by 

North Tyneside council which is accessible for all age ranges throughout the school. 

Appendix 6: Health and safety 

The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject. We teach children 

how to follow proper procedures for food safety and hygiene. Staff are proactive in their approach 

toward teaching with specialist equipment and lessons are planned efficiently and carefully to ena-

ble a safe, happy and successful teaching and learning experience.  

Appendix 7: SEN  

Children with special educational needs will be recognised and will follow the National Curriculum 

Programmes of Study through work schemes that promote the child’s development and self-

esteem. Guidelines for specific needs will be followed and the appropriate advice will be sought to 

enable a safe, enjoyable and successful learning experience for each individual child. 

 



Appendix 8: Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural Development 

Pupils at Westmoor Primary School are encouraged to have a developing awareness and respect 

for their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people. All pupils will experience a wide 

range of activities that encourage a deeper understanding and appreciation of other cultures.  

Through the teaching of design technology children will learn to appreciate different cultures’ 

needs and requirements and how they differ throughout the world.  Teachers provide information 

that helps children to understand diversity of human society and to foster positive attitudes to-

wards all people. 

Appendix 9: Key Skills and Knowledge 

Westmoor Primary sets out progressive key skills and knowledge that are addressed in each key 

stage. This allows the teacher to then select a theme as a vehicle to deliver key objectives from 

National Curriculum. The overview of learning on a 2 year progressive cycle allows for children to 

achieve the fundamental skills needed in order to be successful in progressing throughout each 

year group. Embedding ‘sticky knowledge’ within the teaching of design technology allows for 

each child to become confident and successful with the skills they acquire, preparing them for the 

next stage in their design technology development.  

Appendix 10: Monitoring and review 

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in design and 

technology is the responsibility of the design and technology subject leader. The work of the sub-

ject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of design and technology, being 

informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction 

for the subject in the school.  

Appendix 11: Review 

The Design Technology policy will be reviewed on a 2 yearly cycle. 


